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Implementation Guide 
Kent Bush Fire Service Training Program 

 

Training Program Principles 

Training Programs are a role-based training framework designed for progressive and safe training. 

 

Training content is designed to be delivered in a flexible manner, either as a full course delivered 

during the week, over a weekend or, depending on the course, modularised and delivered over a 

timeframe that better suits the local environment. 

 

A Training Program may include Training Streams related to specific response or capability roles, 

such as Farm Responder or Town Bush Fire Brigade Members and Fire Control Officers. Within each 

Training Stream there are one or more required courses, which must be completed to complete that 

Training Stream. You may participate in more than one Training Stream simultaneously. 

 

The Training Streams are designed to provide: 

 

• Ease of targeting brigade profile requirements 

Be easy for Brigade members to target brigade training needs 

• Flexibility 

Allow volunteers more flexibility in their training; and 

• Choice 

Be easy to understand and complete. 

• Capability 

Courses have been selected to build capability and capacity in the Shire. 

Training Prerequisites  

The Shire, DFES and the Association of Volunteer Bush Fire Brigades WA acknowledge that it is 

better that volunteers complete the courses in the specified order; however, course cancellations do 

happen and can affect a volunteer’s attempts to complete a Training Program or Training Stream.  

 

Volunteers can complete courses within specific Training Streams out of the specified order, unless 

otherwise illustrated in the Training Program with an arrow. 

 

Completion Requirements  

To complete each stream you will need to complete all the courses listed within the respective 

section. 

Training Programs Progress – Next Steps  

Once you have completed a section, you are free to apply for courses in proceeding sections.  

Additional courses may be offered by DFES beyond the scope of this training program, which may be 

applied for when candidates hold the pre-requisites. 

 



 

 

Associated Roles  

Completing the training for each respective section will give you the skills and knowledge to undertake 

the role specific tasks associated with each role.  

 

The Shire of Kent has determined that our minimum standard for attendance at incidents is the Rural 

Fire Awareness course, provided by the Department of Fire and Emergency Services. We believe this 

is the bare minimum to aid volunteer responders work safely and cooperatively with one another. 

 

The Shire of Kent places the highest regard on Fire Control Officers completing the FCO / Captain 

training stream to be appointed as a Fire Control Officer. Ideally Fire Control Officer candidates 

should have completed at least 50% of the required training prior to being appointed, however with 

the flexibility, an individual training program can be developed to manage the risk of undertaking the 

role without the desired competencies. 

Recommended Timeframe  

The Shire of Kent recommends that new volunteers complete the Bush Fire Safety Awareness or 

Rural Fire Awareness, depending on brigade type, within 3-12 months of joining. The Shire of Kent 

strongly believes that all members should complete training prior to responding to wildfires, to provide 

the safest environment for our volunteers and the community.  

 

Completion of courses for new Fire Control Officers can be undertaken between 2-3 years in a 

‘typical’ year. This can be accelerated with a higher level of commitment to training from a candidate 

with willingness to travel. 

Recognition of Current Competency 

Contact the Community Emergency Services Manager (CESM) for further details if you would like to 

enquire about the Recognition of Current Competencies (RCC) process. This process may be used to 

recognise your existing skills, knowledge and experience in a course. 

Additional Approvals  

Training course applications can be submitted via eAcademy or through your Local Government. In 

addition to your Brigade Supervisor, applications need to be approved by:  

 

• The applicable Local Government manager for your Brigade (your Captain, Chief Bush Fire 

Control Officer or Community Emergency Services Manager). 

 

Applications can also be manually entered by your Community Emergency Services Manager or 

DFES regional staff where required. 

Training Program Consultation Stakeholder Groups  

Major changes to this Training Program will only be finalised after documented consultation with the 

following stakeholder groups;  

 

• Shire of Kent Bush Fire Advisory Committee (BFAC)  

  



 

 

Transition Notes – Initial Implementation 

All Farm Responders are to complete Rural Fire Awareness/ AIIMS Awareness within 12 months of 

the Training Program being endorsed. 

 

Currently appointed Fire Control Officers have 3 years to complete the required training to maintain 

their role from the Training Program being endorsed. 
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